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PREFACE

Terrorism in North, West, & Central Africa;
From9/11 to the Arab Spring

By Yonah Alexander

We learn from history that nothing is permanent in world affairs. Empires, nations,
and people rise and decline and others take their place. The only certainty is uncertainty
and consequently a realistic analysis of factors that contribute ttakility or instability
of national, regional, and global security frameworks is critical.

Tragically, the Maghrel» Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, and Tunisia as
well as adjacent parts of the Sahel Chad, Mali, and Niger have emerged as one of
the most worrying strategic challenges to the international community, and yet for
decades these regions have mostly beaverlooked by policymakers in the West
Consider, for example, the empirical dataegerated since September 11, 200

More specifically, for the past ten years terrorist attacks -1 A 8 i heéllslamic
Maghreb (AQIM) and other militant extremists in the Maghreb and Sahel have increased
more than 500 percent fran their low point in the period to hit a high of 204 attaks in
2009. In 2011, the number of terrorist attacks remains dangerously high, increasing from

s A A 7 o~ a2z

TPPEO O1 6A1 O OAAAE i x AOOAAEO & O OEA

Terrorist Attacks in the Maghreb & Sahel Since 9/1
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Over the past decade, 1,288 terrorist bombings, murders, kidnappings, and
ambushes against international and dmestic targets claimed more than 2,000 lives
and 6,000 victims in Algeria, Chad, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, and Tunisia.

Last year, intelligence reports and arrests confirmed AQIM has opened links with
, AOET AAOGHIADI A5 §liydnd@lrgpe through terroristtrafficking
networks in the Sahel that include members of the Polisario Front. Recently, intelligence
reports from officials in the region confirm that a variety of arms from the Libya
conflict, including surfaceto-air missiles, may have fallen into AQIM hands in the Sahel.

What is particularly of grave concern is that AQINbintly with otherakl A6 E A A
affiliates and militant groups (e.g.al A8 EA A ET OEAAQAPOpedEnygl 0 AT ET
in Yemen, as well as - &habaab members in Somalia, Boko Haram militants based in
Nigeria, and Polisario militants from Algeria) currently and for the foreseeable future,
represent a most dangerous threat both regionally and inteegionally. @arly in the
failed and fragile statesordering the Sahara, al A 6 Ead dstablished a safe haven
and breeding ground for its activities.

Two major concerns feed into this arc of instability that stretches from the Red Sea
and is poised to reach to thétlantic. First, is the lingering 3%ear old Western Sahara
Al 1 £l EAOh xEEAE EO AOAAOET ¢ Al TPATEITC & O !
hard-core Polisario members among the Sahrawi refugee camps in Algeria, further
complicating the viability ofa diplomatic resolution for the Western Sahara issue.
'TA OAAT T Ah OEA AOAI ACGEA AT A O1 bOAAAAAT OAA
that began in Tunisia, continued in Egypt, and exploded into a civil war in Libya.
Apparently,al-1 A 6 &4 dther terrorist groups in North, West, and Central Africa are
already attempting to take advantage of the unstable events in the countries involved
in their efforts to destabilize the region even further.

The purpose of this updated report is to supplement three earlispecial studies
DOAI EOEAA ET TPPYh TPZXPh WAJthk MagRrebMatters:4 EA D OAI
Threats, Opportunities, and Options for Effective Engagement in North Africa j - A OAE
2009) was caesponsored by the Conflict Management Program of the John Hopkins
University with the Potoma Institute for Policy Studies. This report was supported by
a bipartisan panel of foreign policy experts, including General (ret.) Wesley Clark, Amb
(ret.) Stuart Eizenstat, former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, Professor William
Zartman, and otler distinguished academics and former diplomats.
4EA PATAI 60 OPAAEAI OADPI OO OAAT I T AT AAA OEA
AOl OT A OEA AT OT AOho AO O0OAOCEAAT O " AOAAE | AAI
more effectively to prevent the brewing crisisn security before it erupts. More
specifically, the report outlined threats, opportunities, and options for the United
States to promote peace and prosperity, and prevent a growing peril in North Africa.
The nations of the Maghreb have long been at throssroads of history and currently
hold great potential as a bridge between the Islamic world and the West.

The region could benefit greatly from increased regional economic integration that
would make it an appealing market for Europe and the United $a. But it also faces
serious challenges: a firm toehold bgl-1 A & i the\Sahara, inconsistent economic


http://www.potomacinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=158:special-report-why-the-maghreb-matters-options-for-effective-us-engagement-in-north-africa-&catid=35:press-releases&Itemid=57
http://www.potomacinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=158:special-report-why-the-maghreb-matters-options-for-effective-us-engagement-in-north-africa-&catid=35:press-releases&Itemid=57
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growth, a growing restive young population, and regional disputes that impede economic
and security cooperation, in particular the longunning diute over Western Sahara.

4EA T OEAO OxI1 ObPAN4gkhdb ard Azl TOO@GIM: Alidkessihd Uh O
the Rising Threats fronal-1 A 8 &4 dther Terrorists in North and West and Central
Africad j * AT O A O UThefTis&@ehcesfol Thrro@sm:-alA 8 E A A AT A 10
Terrorist Threats in the Sahel and Maghréb j * AT OAOU TP>X:qh DOAOA
terrorism and dealt in some detail with the security challenges in the region and their
implications.

EAC
T OF

The current publication is updating the annual statistical data since 9/11 and
focusing on chronological terrorist events in 2011. Moreover, a special analysis is
DOAOGAT OAA 11 OEA ! OAA 3POEI C60 AAOAI T Bi AT OON
Libya, Ageria, Morocco, Mauritania, Mali, Niger, and Chad.
A team of analysts based at the ICTS conducted research with an effort to
understand the security impact in the region and beyond. The team included Patrick
Cheetham (UCLA), Evan Lundh (UCLA), Amy Gla@iafts University), Jesse Sedler
(Emory University), and Daniel Idziak (College of William and Mary).

Finally, on the basis of the material presented in this updated report some
recommendations are offered to be considered with the hope of stimulating furer
research in this area.

SELECTEIRECOMMENDATIONS

The key insights and recommendations underlined inglearlier studiesappear
AGAT O 11T OA OAI AGAT 6h AT A OOCAT Oh ET 1T ECEO 1 4
include the following steps that should bejiven close consideration by US
policymakers and the international community in general:

1. Develop a comprehensive program in the affected countries to increase public
awareness concerning the nature of jihadist terrorism as a form of lantensity
warfare being waged against the Maghreb and Sahel; how it affects the local
populations; how it diverts resources away from economic development; and
how it constrains political open space.

2. Strengthen the US intelligence mechanism in order to provide more effeciv
collection and analysis of data related tal-1l A 3E@ AOAOOT OEOI ET CAT AO,
region and beyond. And ensure that the information is used effectively by
cooperating bodies in the region through providing equipment, training, and
monitoring assistane.

3. Deny supporters of Islamic extremism in the Maghreb, Sahel, and elsewhere the
capacity and freedom to engage in propaganda through effective information
countermeasures, grassroots development investments, and open channels of
communication with local éaders.

4. Expand US counterterrorism technical assistance to the area, particularly training
for internal security bodies, police agencies, and the military, particularly under
the umbrella of multilateral working groups to provide for adequate monitoring
and transparency.


http://www.potomacinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=524:icts-releases-new-report-maghreb-and-sahel-terrorism&catid=36:articles&Itemid=58
http://www.potomacinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=524:icts-releases-new-report-maghreb-and-sahel-terrorism&catid=36:articles&Itemid=58
http://www.potomacinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=524:icts-releases-new-report-maghreb-and-sahel-terrorism&catid=36:articles&Itemid=58
http://www.potomacinstitute.org/attachments/863_2011%20REPORT%20UPDATE%20Maghreb%20%20Sahel%20Terrorism.pdf
http://www.potomacinstitute.org/attachments/863_2011%20REPORT%20UPDATE%20Maghreb%20%20Sahel%20Terrorism.pdf
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5. Improve the level of security coordination between the countries in the region so
they can more effectively share intelligence and interdict terrorist networks and
supply lines on the ground.

6. Encourage the governments in the region to actarate regional economic and
social reforms with aO A A Q@IOOE AE 6 A Ddeade Ardatly tideilevels of
economic caperation between the nations andspur increased trade and
commerce that contributes to economic growth and reduces poverty as an
underlying factor in fueling social unrest and extremism.

7. Resolve the Western Sahara crisis, which is inhibiting both security and economic
cooperation in the Maghreb and Sahel, and is driving a wedge between two of
OEA OACEIT60 11 6®orectomnd@BdridEAT 1T AOEI T O

8. Shut down the refugee camps run by the Polisario near Tindouf, Algeria because
they are a recruiting ground for terrorists, traffickers, and other criminal
enterprises The US and international community should prioritize permanent
refugee resettlement in line with existing international protocols and agreements.

9. & AAA OEA ET OAlI 1 AAOGOAT AEAIT T AICOA xiT & OAAEAAI
religious and intellectual leaders who are able to challenge the misuse of Islam

and channel religiousendencies into more productive social development
opportunities.

10. Raise the diplomatic, economic, political, and military costs to Iran high enough to
outweigh the benefits of supporting terrorism and exporting jihadist terrorism
elsewhere.

In sum, a coheent and firm US policy viswvis the threats of terrorism in Maghreb
and Sahel would increase domestic public understanding and support in the US for
sustained engagement with the nations of North and West/Central Africa. The
updated documents incorporaed in this report, particularly the statistical tables and
terrorism chronology covering the period September 11, 2G0December 31, 2011,
make it clear that constructive and sustained engagement is vital, employing both

P S G - ~ A~ N s A N~ A o~

and social development creating employment opportunities, education that equips
students/trainees for jobs, and reduction of religious radicalism). Otherwise, the US,
the EU, and our friends in the regiowill remain hostages to, and targets of the
ideological, theological, and political terrorists for the remainder of the 2&entury.
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The Arab Spring

Tunisia

Overview:

Inspired by the seiimmolation of a frustrated, impoverished fruit vendor whose

merchandise was confiscated by authorities, Tunisians took to the streets in December

2010 to protest the autocracy, corruption, and inequality of the Ben Ali regime. Thus

began a movement dubbed the Jasmine Revolution, which inspired people in other Arab

countries to rise up against their autocratic rulers in what became known as the Arab

3DOET ¢c8 "U *Al OAOU soh TPzIzh Qi DOl OAOOAOO xA[
23year rule ended as he left for Saudi Arabia. In the days that followed, a transitional

government began the process of creating the functions of a democratic state.

With moderate Islamists of the Ennahda Party (banned under Ben Ali) becoming a

dominant political force, the emerging government is challenged with balancing liberal

OAA&EI Oi 6 AT A OAITEGCEI T8 401 EOEAG8O 111 C Al OAAO xE
conflict in during the Libyan uprising) could serve as a point of transfer for weapons and

i El EOAT OO ET O 401 EOEA8 401 EOEA8O O1T OOEOI ET A(
must be revived and commercial connections expanded to produce employment for

401 EOEAGO O1T AipPITUAAS

Outlook:

One year later, Tunisia remains in an official stdte/E AT AOCAT AU8 4EAOA EO A
OEOAAOGe 1T £ OAOOT OEOIi h AT A OOAOAT AOO O1 401 EOGE/
with the potential for violence and injury are possiblé4 01T EOEA8 O * AOI ET A 2A0T1 1
initiated the Arab Spring, but has been marked bii¢ absence of the largescale violence

seen by other countries such as Libya, Yemen, and Syria.

The underlying problems which led to the Jasmine Revolution such as unemployment,

particularly among youth, and corruption, must be addressed for Tunisia tampper.

401 EOEA6O DPOI @EI EOU O %OOi PA AT A EOO bPiI OEOEI I
a fertile commercial and cultural nexus. Tunisia has the opportunity to play an enhanced

role in regional affairs as a connection point between Europe, A&jand the Arab World.

If governmental reforms are successful in bringing true democracy to Tunisia, rooting out

corruption, and increasing employment, Tunisia may experience significantly enhanced

growth as more of the labor force participates in econoriactivity and commercial ties

xEOE 1T OEAO AT Ol OOEAO AgbAl A8 401 EOEA8O AT 11T AA(
Internet and international travel routes is well established. For tourism levels to return to

pre-uprising levels, Tunisia must remaimnefe from civil unrest.

The ouster of former president Ben Ali, who maintained an iron grip on power and kept
fundamentalists out of a leading role in society, hasfeT EAAOAA DI 1T EOQEAAT ) Ol £
political space. The Ennahda Movement has emergedaagowerful force, taking 90 out

of 217 seats in the constituent assembly elected to draft a new constitution for Tunisia.

" Tunisia."Foreign and Commonwealth Offickanuary 3, 2012
<http://www.fco.gov.uk/content/en/travel-advice/middleeastnorth-africa/tunisia/fco_trv_ca_tunisiz.
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Special Update Report Terrorism in North, West, & Central Africa: From 9/11 to the Arab Spring

In a situation similar to that in Egypt, where the Muslim Brotherhood is emerging as a

bi OAT O Pi1 EOEAAI A& OAA ET OEA xAEA 1T &£ A O AO
power, Tunisia must learn to manage the interplay between religion and government,

xEEAE xAOA OAPAOAOAA OET AA 401 EOEAGO ET AAPAT A}
Tunisia has experienced terrorist attacks including a 2007 plot on the British and

American embassies in Tunis. The alleged attackers were linked to the Algerian terrorists

of the Group for Preacing and Combat which has evolved into AQIM. Tunisia shares an

extensive border with Libya, which may lead to heightened threats due to the

proliferation of small arms from the Libyan conflict.

7EEI A 401 EOEAG8O @A ABIEA@AE E isityshi@shiAd b baenA

had long advocated, both he and Anwar -#lwlaki praised the outcome. In a posthumous

i AOGOAcAnh AET , AAAT OAEAnh O4EA O0O1 1T &£ OEA OAOTI
O4EA TECEO 1T £ OEA OAOI 1 O @thé ratioitdnqdiityadl | 4 OT EOE /
i AAA OEA EAAAOC 1 7malEAS ERAAAIOEIAA | EDMBAEEWAS 6 0 AT ET 001 A
Inspire Awlaki sent a message of Muslim unity in the Arab Spriay 00 | OEAEAAAAT
brothers in Tunisia,Egypt, Libyaand the rest of theMuslim world will get a chance to

AOAAOGEA ACAET AZEOAO OBOAA AAAAAAO 1T £ OOAEAEI AAOE
In its current situation, Tunisia sees Turkey as an example of how to blend secular

institutions and Islam. Turkeysimilar in its proximity to Europe and Muslim identitymay

be an example for Tunisia to follow in its evolution into a democratic state. Turkey is

managing secularism and democracy in its government and society, something that

other states have not been able to balance.

In conclusion, Tunisia must findway to balance the role of Islam with secular social
institutions and the rights of women in the emerging democratic order. Tunisia must also
work to ensure that terrorism does not spread from other countries and take root in
Tunisia, further damaging theourism industry. The benefits gained from tourism are a
powerful incentive for Tunisia to maintain close ties with Europe and to serve as a
responsible member of the Mediterranean community. The problems of unemployment
and corruption must be rooted out uinder the emerging democratic government in order
for Tunisians to be satisfied with the outcome of their Jasmine Revolution.

2#OE1 1 Uh 21T A8 O/ OAIi A AET , AAATTheTdepAph0ap OPPMAO | OAA 3DOE
<http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/algaeda/8522799/Osamhbin-Ladentape-praisesArab-
Springuprisings.htmp.

" OOEAR *MEAA ARAAAOCO 7A1 AT T A ToAGAardapVAENGE PQOh 3 AUO #
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/mar/31/alqaideaderswelcome-arab-uprisings>.
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Egypt

Overview:

Egyptians, who had long tolerated their authoritarian ruler Hosni Mubarak, were inspired by

the success of thelunisian demonstrators and took to the streets to demand basic freedoms,

a reliable democratic process, economic improvement, and an end to corruption. Irdags,

%CUDOEAT O AT AAA 0 gehr@ue Anll hade sindd AadedtAcHodriing Yuestion

I £ OxEAOB8O 1 AOeds 4EA OAOT 1 OOEITh AT A OEA 11 AO
protestors and abandoning their longstanding ally, Mubarak, has caused authoritarian leaders

elsewhere to question American steadfastness. On the other hand, prsters monitoring

i AOEAAGO OAODPI T OA OF 11 O6AIT AT OO ET 1T OEAO Al O1 O
ARAT T AOAAU8 %CcUDPOGO | EI EOAOU EO 0O0000OCGCI EI ¢ O E
empowered citizens want to see change. In the recent elections, the MusBrotherhood,

the only wellorganized national movement, and Salafist candidates representing the

conservative core of Egyptian society, are the key players. In addition to questions about

minority rights, an Islamist Egypt may change its relationshipghvother countries in the

region, particularly Israel, with which relations have deteriorated over security in the Sinai.

Outlook:

Egypt faces demographics similar to other countries embroiled in the Arab Spring. With a
median age of 24.3 a populationrgwing at 1.96%, and youth unemployment at 24.8%, the
country is filled with young, unemployed, and frustrated people. For any new government
secular, religious, or military to be successful, it must address these issues in a substantial way.

Thedownfallil £ ' f AOEAAS8O 111 COEIA A1 U (101TE -OAAOAE
i AOEAABO &I OAECT bDIITEAU i AEAOO8 7EEI A OEA I EI
- OAAOAEh EO EO OOEIT Ol Al AAO Eix EO xEIl OAODI

shaped by a democratic process led by Islamic parties. If the military allows for a smooth
transition of power to democratically elected leaders, the US will hopefully have an
Egyptian partner whose interests reflect those of the people.

The internationalAT | | OT EOU EO O1 AAOOAET T £ %CUDPOSO | AAA
sectarian violence, lawlessness in the Sinai, and tension between the new government and
)y OOAAT 8 7TEEI A 53 0O00DPDPI OO &I O OEA DPOI OAOGO 11 OAI

democracy, 1 gives other proWestern autocrats cause for concern regarding the continuing
loyalty of the US to their regimes.

Within Egypt, questions remain over human rights, religion, and the status of women, many of

whom were instrumental in the protest movementin one case, Egyptian courts found that the

i El EOAOUBO OOAEAAOQEIT 1T &£ xI 1 Al O1 OOEOCEIT EOU O
AT 1T AAOT O ET Al OAET ¢ OI OOOOAKh [ ACT EAU OEA EOOOA
It is not yet certain that the military will abide by the transfer of power that will likely

emerge from the new constitution being drafted by the new parliament, where Salafists

and the Muslim Brotherhood hold the majority of seats. The new government manake

OECT EEXZEAAT O AEAT CAO ET OEA Al O1T OOUB8O &I OAECT ¢
designated terrorist organization. Egypt has permanently reopened its border with Gaza

and served as a third party in prisoner swap negotiations between Harda$ A ) OOAAT 8 ' Al
Prime Minister, Ismail Haniya, who represents Hamas, stopped in Egypt during his first trip

abroad since taking power, an indication of his close relationship with the new government.

Many challenges lie ahead for Egypt and its new lead.
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Libya

Overview:

The Libyan revolution against Colonel Muammar Gaddafi quickly followed the Jasmine

Revolution. Gaddafi condemned the uprising in January of 2011, amidst reports of

widespread unrest and demonstrations occurring in several Libyan cities, which

transformed into open rebellion following severe government crackdowns. The Libyan

Revolutionary Council (LRC) was created in late February to integrate the leadership and

pi 1l EOEAAI 1 OOOAAAE 1T £ OEA OACEI A6O 1DPDPIT AT OOS8
seriesoff EI EOAOU AT CACAI AT OOh AOO OEA OAAAI O E£EAI OA
utilize air power against their forces.

The United Nation (UN) and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) debated dipaone

in Libya on humanitarian grounds. On March 1 UN Security Council adopted Resolution

1973 approvmg the ndly zone. European and American forces began a massive air campalgn

IT -AOAE 1 ACAET 00 ' AAAAEESGO &l OAAOG8 " U - AOAE

continued to strike againstGadd AE6 O AOi U AT A 1 EIl EOAOU ET OOEOOOE

Ultimately, efforts to mediate a peace agreement proved futile as the LRC would not
accept any resolution that allowed Gaddafi to remain in power. Continued NATO military
pressure enabled rebel forces to press the ground attack while gaining diplomatic
recognition and international support. Rebel forces captured Tripoli on August 21. By
October 20, Sirte, the last Gaddafi stronghold, was captured and rebel forces apprehended
and killed Muammar Gaddafi.

The new Libyan government began to consolidate powend proposed democratic reforms
to the constitution. The transition has not been as smooth as hoped as several powerful
militias that opposed Gaddafi are contesting with the interim government for influence in

the new Libya. The conflict between the new gdvOT | AT O8O 1 ET1 EOAOU AT A 1 E
continues as does the circulation of arms from weapons depots emptied during the conflict.

Outlook:

The frequency of conflicts between the NTC and local militias as well as Hmditia

conflict has been increasingrhese skirmishes and vigilante and revenge killings, threaten

to destabilize the country and potentially lead to a renewed civil war. The NTC must also
OAI | OA OEA OAOOECAO 1 £ ' AAAAEES O OACEI A xEEI A
predicament threaters the balance between legitimacy and functionality. There is also the

daunting dilemma of retrieving advanced weapons, such as portable groutedair anti

aircraft missiles looted from Gaddafi armories during the rebellion which pose a potential

threatto OEA 3 AEA1 8 4A001 OEOOO Ai O1 A OOA OEAI O1I A}
The United States is initiating a buyback program to thwart such a scenario.

Yet there is a great degree of hope for Libyan democracy. The NTC has pledged to write a
new congitution following the election of a National Assembly. The constitution allocates 20
of the 200 seats to women and the National Assembly is expected to convene in June 2012.

Libya continues to experience economic difficulties even though several interiwatal

AT AEAO EAOA O1 £01 UAT |, EAUAGO AOOAOO8 4EEO AAO/
IT OEA COAOOOITT OO0 1 AOGAI 8 -AAT xEEI Ah , EAUAGO T E
the regime recover muckleeded income.
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Algeria

Overview:

Algeria has many of the same issues as its neighbors: a young unemployed population,
stifing and opaque bureaucracy, a rigid economic system, and a ruling elite who have
remained in power since independence. Despite these similarities to neighbors Tunisia
and Libya, only minimal protests have occurred, which resulted in the repeal of yd&r
state of emergency, proposed constitutional reforms to strengthen democracy, and
information laws broadening freedom of speech.

The Algerian civil war, which tooklpce from the early 1990s to the early 2000s, has

AOI 1T AA OEA AT O1 OOUGB OCohfiicts BetwddnlAldist gralipeandOA OT 1 OOET 1
government security forces haveesulted in the deaths of more than 100,000 people. A

further obstacle to protests is the strong Algerian security apparatus which is able to

quell the protestors and rival ideological groups whose disagreements further splintered

the Algerian population, thus preventing a unified movement. These factors seem to

discourage widespread publicAk OE OOAT AA O1 OEA OACEI A8 4EA Ci O/
towards a fuller and freer democracy can be seen as a victory for reformers, but only if

they are actually implemented. Elections are scheduled fdiay 2012.

Outlook:

Algeria has stood on the sidelines AOAEET ¢ EOO 1T AECEAT 008 OOAT OEO
democratic reforms. Its recent history suggests that Algerian protests may never come,
as the traumatic civil war has left its scars on the people. The wounds of that conflict,
coupled with a strongAlgerian security apparatus and a split opposition, underline the
challenges that Algerian reformers must overcome. While the prospect of Arab Spring
style movement seems minimal, there is always the chance that some event will spark
the population into adion. The failure to enact promised reforms, widespread security
actions against civilian groups such as the labor unions or moderate Muslim political
parties, or manipulations of the coming election could throw the nation into turmoil and
potentially damage the ruling regime. If economic conditions, unemployment, and low
wages remain static, then the youth may see rebellion as the only means of change,
potentially dragging Algeria down the same path as its neighbors.
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Morocco

Overview:

The protests which became known as the February #0Movement in Morocco have

resulted in less violence and more reforms than in other Arab Spring countries. In response
to popular protests calling for a parliamentary monarchy, a crackdown on corruption, and
greater employment opportunities, Morocco's Kingdohammad VI agreed to a number of
demands, accelerating his reform agenda. Among key elements were a new constitution
stipulating increased powers for parliament and the prime minister, judicial reforms,
equality for women and minorities enshrined in lawew parliamentary elections (which

were held in November 2011, resulting in a moderate Islamist party winning the greatest
number of seats), and civil and social equality for women.

Outlook:

Morocco's economy is dominated by phosphate mining, agricultururism, and low
value added consumer goods production, and is heavily dependent upon trade with
Europe. An economic slowdown in Europe could mean increased domestic pressures in
Morocco as fewer job opportunities become available to unemployed Moroccans.

King Mohammad VI of Morocco is a hereditary monarch who enjoys a great deal of

legitimacy among Morocco's people and his family has ruled since th® ¢@ntury. The

EETC EO OEA EAAA 1T £ OOAOA AT A OI AAABAD 1T £ OEA
and arbiter of the political process. The protests were not aimed at toppling the

monarchy but pushing for government reform. The elections in November 2011 brought

to power a coalition government led by the moderate Islamist Justice and Development

Paty (PJD).

Morocco has a difficult relationship with Algeria, which supports the Polisario Front in its
conflict with Morocco over the Western Sahara. The Moroce&lgeria border is closed

and there is increasing concern that militants and smugglers arergesing their activities
in the region. The shared threat of terrorism has led the intelligence services of the two
countries to hold regular joint meetings on counterterrorism and engage their
counterparts in the US, Europe, and the region. Members of tRelisario Front hae

been accused of coordinating criminal activities in the ungoverned areas along the
borders of the Sahel and Maghreb countries, raising concerns that these areas may
become terrorist breeding grounds as AQIM has increased its actigtia the region.

In conclusion, the Arab Spring has brought less upheaval to Morocco than it has brought

O 1T OEAO AT O1 OOEAO AAAAOOA OEA ¢i OAOT I AT O EAO
demands and the monarchy enjoys the respect of the people. Morocco raims at risk
fromhardd ET A ) O1 AT EOOO xET OAAE O1 O1 AAOIi ET A OEA
criminal elements affiliated with AQIM. Continued high unemployment remains a

pressing concern.
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Mauritania

Overview:

Mauritania is a country of more than three million people. Its economy is heavily
dependent upon agriculture, fishing, and iroere mining. The current leader of the
country, President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz, came to power in a military coup in 2008
and was elected President the following year. Mauritania faces many of the same
challenges which confront neighboring countries in the Arab World such as high
unemployment and corruption. These issues are compounded by tensions between
Mauritania's black and Aab populations. Slavery and humatnafficking remain

persistent problems.

Mauritania faces a growing threat from AQIM and Boko Haram. Also, the separatist
group, the Polisario Front, which is in conflict with Morocco over the Western Sahara, as
well as famer fighters from the Libyan civil war, pose border security threats. There
have been some protests for change in Mauritania but have thus far resulted in little
tangible impact on the government and people of Mauritania. Youth using social media
to organize rallies echo concerns similar to those of others across the Arab World:
greater employment opportunities, political reform, and ending corruption.

Outlook:

The Arab Spring in Mauritania has thus far seen relatively H@wvel protests directed at
reforming the government and enhancing economic opportunities. The first truly
democratic elections in Mauritania took place in 2007, but the results of this election
were nullified by a military coup in 2008. Mauritania has a long history of authoritarian
rule and has complicated relationships with its neighbors. It is one of only three Arab
countries to have recognized Israel, although relations have been suspended since 2009.

The government of Mauritania has bounced between being criticized and supported by
Western countries. It is one of the poorest countries in Africa with an extremely high
youth-unemployment rate and has qualified for debt relief under the Heavily Indebted
Poor Countries initiative, which eliminated Mauritania's foreign debt. Mauritania's
relations with Senegal are in conflict over use of water from the Senegal River that
serves as the border between the countries. Mauritanian blacks face widespread
discrimination in educational and employment opportunities, and many have expressed
their opposition to government efforts to implement a census which blacks claim places
unfair requirements on proving citizenship.

4EA OEOAAO PT OAA AU 1!1)-860 EEAdaskdcBrainalC AAOEOE OF
trafficking, and incursions by militants from the Polisario Front have prompted the

government to participate in USsupported joint antiHerror activities with Mali and

others in the region. Mauritania faces the daunting challenges of developing its natural

resources, creating jobs, and easing tensions between Mauritania's black and Arab

populations while modernizing its society, infrastructure, and economy.
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Mali

Overview:

Unlike most other participants in the Arab Spring, Mali has a relatively strong democracy.
While there was a sizeable protest in the capital, Bamako, in March 2011, it was directed
towards US and Western embassies rather than the central goveram. However,
separatist movements in the northern reaches of the country were reignited in late 2011
as Tuareg rebels, who fought alongside Gaddafi in the Libyan Civil War, returned to Mali
armed and prepared to make another effort at national determinain. The Tuaregs, a
nomadic group of about 1.5 million people spread throughout the Sahel region of Mali,
Niger, Algeria, and Libya, have lomjanding tensions with the government based in
southern Mali. They complain of being treated like secowmthss ciizens and receiving an
inequitable share of wealth from the uraniuntich mines located in the north.
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recently as 2007 to establish an independent state in the Azawad igegof northern

Mali. On October 16, as hundreds of Tuaregs returned to Mali with arms from the conflict

in Libya, the Northern Mali Tuareg Movement joined forces with the National Azawan

Movement, creating the National Movement for the Liberation of Azavwta(MNLA). It

soon became clear that this merger was the beginning of another armed conflict

between the Tuaregs and the Malian government. In mithnuary 2012, as the

Ci OAOT T AT 660 1 EI EOAOU &£ OAAO AT OAOAA OEA 11 OOE
al-1 A 6 Eostdges, MNLA launched an offensive in the town of Menaka. Although

military officials claimed that they have successfully repelled the attack, this offensive

may be an indication of a larger, longer term conflict between Tuareg nationalists and

the Malian government.

Outlook:

Given the repeated occurrences of Tuareg rebellions in recent history, the Malian

government may attempt to broker a lasting solution to this internal conflict. An

inadequate state presence and porous borders in the Sahelpd D OT Al AT O &£ O - Al |
security forces. AQIM has an established presence in the largely ungoverned north where

there are also bases set up by international smuggling networks, some of which are tied

to elements of the Polisario Front. While the threat of @ountrywide uprising demanding

the ouster of the current regime is largely nonexistent, the emergence of a sustained

rebellion by the Tuareg will only compound the security issues that the government of

Mali is currently facing.
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