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PREFACE  

Terrorism in North, West, & Central Africa: 
From 9/11 to the Arab Spring 

By Yonah Alexander 

We learn from history that nothing is permanent in world affairs.  Empires, nations, 
and people rise and decline and others take their place.  The only certainty is uncertainty 
and consequently a realistic analysis of factors that contribute to stability or instability 
of national, regional, and global security frameworks is critical. 

Tragically, the Maghreb ɂ Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, and Tunisia ɂ as 
well as adjacent parts of the Sahel ɂ Chad, Mali, and Niger ɂ have emerged as one of 
the most worrying strategic challenges to the international community, and yet for 
decades these regions have mostly been overlooked by policy-makers in the West.  
Consider, for example, the empirical data generated since September 11, 2001. 

More specifically, for the past ten years terrorist attacks by al-1ÁȭÉÄÁ in the Islamic 
Maghreb (AQIM) and other militant extremists in the Maghreb and Sahel have increased 
more than 500 percent from their low point in the period to hit a high of 204 attacks in 
2009.  In 2011, the number of terrorist attacks remains dangerously high, increasing from 
ΤΡΣΡȭÓ ÔÏÔÁÌ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÃÈ ΣΪΧ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒȢ 
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Over the past decade, 1,288 terrorist bombings, murders, kidnappings, and 
ambushes- against international and domestic targets- claimed more than 2,000 lives 
and 6,000 victims in Algeria, Chad, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, and Tunisia. 

Last year, intelligence reports and arrests confirmed AQIM has opened links with 
,ÁÔÉÎ ÃÁÒÔÅÌÓ ÆÏÒ ȬÄÒÕÇÓ-for-ÁÒÍÓȭ ÓÍÕÇgling into Europe through terrorist-trafficking 
networks in the Sahel that include members of the Polisario Front. Recently, intelligence 
reports from officials in the region confirm that a variety of arms from the Libya 
conflict, including surface-to-air missiles, may have fallen into AQIM hands in the Sahel.   

What is particularly of grave concern is that AQIM, jointly with other al-1ÁȭÉÄÁ 
affiliates and militant groups (e.g. al-1ÁȭÉÄÁ  ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÒÁÂÉÁÎ 0ÅÎÉÎÓÕÌÁ, AQAP, operating 
in Yemen, as well as al-Shabaab members in Somalia, Boko Haram militants based in 
Nigeria, and Polisario militants from Algeria) currently and for the foreseeable future, 
represent a most dangerous threat both regionally and inter-regionally.  Clearly in the 
failed and fragile states bordering the Sahara, al-1ÁȭÉÄÁ has established a safe haven 
and breeding ground for its activities. 

Two major concerns feed into this arc of instability that stretches from the Red Sea 
and is poised to reach to the Atlantic.  First, is the lingering 35-year old Western Sahara 
ÃÏÎÆÌÉÃÔȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ !1)-ȭÓ ÅØÐÁÎÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÃÒÕÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 
hard-core Polisario members among the Sahrawi refugee camps in Algeria, further 
complicating the viability of a diplomatic resolution for the Western Sahara issue. 

!ÎÄ ÓÅÃÏÎÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÁÍÁÔÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÐÒÅÃÅÄÅÎÔÅÄ Ȱ!ÒÁÂ 3ÐÒÉÎÇȱ ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎÁÒÙ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ 
that began in Tunisia, continued in Egypt, and exploded into a civil war in Libya. 
Apparently, al-1ÁȭÉÄÁ and other terrorist groups in North, West, and Central Africa are 
already attempting to take advantage of the unstable events in the countries involved 
in their efforts to destabilize the region even further. 

The purpose of this updated report is to supplement three earlier special studies 
ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ ΤΡΡΫȟ ΤΡΣΡȟ ÁÎÄ ΤΡΣΣȢ  4ÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÉÔÌÅÄ ȰWhy the Maghreb Matters: 
Threats, Opportunities, and Options for Effective Engagement in North Africaȱ ɉ-ÁÒÃÈ 
2009) was co-sponsored by the Conflict Management Program of the John Hopkins 
University with the Potomac Institute for Policy Studies.  This report was supported by 
a bipartisan panel of foreign policy experts, including General (ret.) Wesley Clark, Amb 
(ret.) Stuart Eizenstat, former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, Professor William 
Zartman, and other distinguished academics and former diplomats.  

4ÈÅ ÐÁÎÅÌȭÓ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× 53 ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ȰÌÏÏË 
ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÒÎÅÒȟȱ ÁÓ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ "ÁÒÁÃË /ÂÁÍÁ ÈÁÄ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÔÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÇÁÇÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎ 
more effectively to prevent the brewing crisis in security before it erupts.  More 
specifically, the report outlined threats, opportunities, and options for the United 
States to promote peace and prosperity, and prevent a growing peril in North Africa.  
The nations of the Maghreb have long been at the crossroads of history and currently 
hold great potential as a bridge between the Islamic world and the West.  

The region could benefit greatly from increased regional economic integration that 
would make it an appealing market for Europe and the United States.  But it also faces 
serious challenges: a firm toehold by al-1ÁȭÉÄÁ in the Sahara, inconsistent economic 

http://www.potomacinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=158:special-report-why-the-maghreb-matters-options-for-effective-us-engagement-in-north-africa-&catid=35:press-releases&Itemid=57
http://www.potomacinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=158:special-report-why-the-maghreb-matters-options-for-effective-us-engagement-in-north-africa-&catid=35:press-releases&Itemid=57
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growth, a growing restive young population, and regional disputes that impede economic 
and security cooperation, in particular the long-running dispute over Western Sahara. 

4ÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ Ô×Ï ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓȟ ÎÁÍÅÌÙȟ ȰMaghreb and Sahel Terrorism: Addressing 
the Rising Threats from al-1ÁȭÉÄÁ and other Terrorists in North and West and Central 
Africaȱ ɉ*ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΤΡΣΡɊȟ ÁÎÄ ȰThe Consequences of Terrorism: al-1ÁȭÉÄÁ  ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
Terrorist Threats in the Sahel and Maghrebȱ ɉ*ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΤΡΣΣɊȟ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÏÖÅÒÖÉÅ×Ó ÏÆ 
terrorism and dealt in some detail with the security challenges in the region and their 
implications.  

 The current publication is updating the annual statistical data since 9/11 and 
focusing on chronological terrorist events in 2011. Moreover, a special analysis is 
ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ !ÒÁÂ 3ÐÒÉÎÇȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃÁÌÌÙȡ 4ÕÎÉÓÉÁȟ %ÇÙÐÔȟ 
Libya, Algeria, Morocco, Mauritania, Mali, Niger, and Chad. 

A team of analysts based at the ICTS conducted research with an effort to 
understand the security impact in the region and beyond. The team included Patrick 
Cheetham (UCLA), Evan Lundh (UCLA), Amy Glazier (Tufts University), Jesse Sedler 
(Emory University), and Daniel Idziak (College of William and Mary). 

Finally, on the basis of the material presented in this updated report some 
recommendations are offered to be considered with the hope of stimulating further 
research in this area. 

SELECTED RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The key insights and recommendations underlined in the earlier studies appear 
ÅÖÅÎÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÒÅÌÅÖÁÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÕÒÇÅÎÔȟ ÉÎ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÒÁÂ 3ÐÒÉÎÇȱ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔÓȢ  4ÈÅÙ 
include the following steps that should be given close consideration by US 
policymakers and the international community in general: 

1. Develop a comprehensive program in the affected countries to increase public 
awareness concerning the nature of jihadist terrorism as a form of low-intensity 
warfare being waged against the Maghreb and Sahel; how it affects the local 
populations; how it diverts resources away from economic development; and 
how it constrains political open space. 

2. Strengthen the US intelligence mechanism in order to provide more effective 
collection and analysis of data related to al-1ÁȭÉÄÁȭÓ ÔÅÒÒÏÒÉÓÍ ÉÎ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
region and beyond.  And ensure that the information is used effectively by 
cooperating bodies in the region through providing equipment, training, and 
monitoring assistance. 

3. Deny supporters of Islamic extremism in the Maghreb, Sahel, and elsewhere the 
capacity and freedom to engage in propaganda through effective information 
countermeasures, grassroots development investments, and open channels of 
communication with local leaders. 

4. Expand US counterterrorism technical assistance to the area, particularly training 
for internal security bodies, police agencies, and the military, particularly under 
the umbrella of multilateral working groups to provide for adequate monitoring 
and transparency. 

http://www.potomacinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=524:icts-releases-new-report-maghreb-and-sahel-terrorism&catid=36:articles&Itemid=58
http://www.potomacinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=524:icts-releases-new-report-maghreb-and-sahel-terrorism&catid=36:articles&Itemid=58
http://www.potomacinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=524:icts-releases-new-report-maghreb-and-sahel-terrorism&catid=36:articles&Itemid=58
http://www.potomacinstitute.org/attachments/863_2011%20REPORT%20UPDATE%20Maghreb%20%20Sahel%20Terrorism.pdf
http://www.potomacinstitute.org/attachments/863_2011%20REPORT%20UPDATE%20Maghreb%20%20Sahel%20Terrorism.pdf
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5. Improve the level of security coordination between the countries in the region so 
they can more effectively share intelligence and interdict terrorist networks and 
supply lines on the ground.  

6. Encourage the governments in the region to accelerate regional economic and 
social reforms with a ȰÃÁÒÒÏÔ-and-ÓÔÉÃËȱ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÔÏ Éncrease broadly the levels of 
economic cooperation between the nations and spur increased trade and 
commerce that contributes to economic growth and reduces poverty as an 
underlying factor in fueling social unrest and extremism.   

7. Resolve the Western Sahara crisis, which is inhibiting both security and economic 
cooperation in the Maghreb and Sahel, and is driving a wedge between two of 
ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÓɂMorocco and Algeria. 

8. Shut down the refugee camps run by the Polisario near Tindouf, Algeria because 
they are a recruiting ground for terrorists, traffickers, and other criminal 
enterprises. The US and international community should prioritize permanent 
refugee resettlement in line with existing international protocols and agreements. 

9. &ÁÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÅÃÔÕÁÌ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÒÁÄÉÃÁÌ )ÓÌÁÍ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÈÏÍÅ-ÇÒÏ×Îȱ 
religious and intellectual leaders who are able to challenge the misuse of Islam 
and channel religious tendencies into more productive social development 
opportunities. 

10. Raise the diplomatic, economic, political, and military costs to Iran high enough to 
outweigh the benefits of supporting terrorism and exporting jihadist terrorism 
elsewhere. 

In sum, a coherent and firm US policy vis-à-vis the threats of terrorism in Maghreb 
and Sahel would increase domestic public understanding and support in the US for 
sustained engagement with the nations of North and West/Central Africa.  The 
updated documents incorporated in this report, particularly the statistical tables and 
terrorism chronology covering the period September 11, 2001 ɀ December 31, 2011, 
make it clear that constructive and sustained engagement is vital, employing both 
ȰÈÁÒÄȱ ɉÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙȟ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙȟ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÉÇÅÎÃÅ ÃÏÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎɊ ÁÎÄ ȰÓÏÆÔȱ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɉÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ 
and social development creating employment opportunities, education that equips 
students/trainees for jobs, and reduction of religious radicalism).  Otherwise, the US, 
the EU, and our friends in the region will remain hostages to, and targets of the 
ideological, theological, and political terrorists for the remainder of the 21st century. 
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The Arab Spring 

Tunisia 
Overview: 
Inspired by the self-immolation of a frustrated, impoverished fruit vendor whose 
merchandise was confiscated by authorities, Tunisians took to the streets in December 
2010 to protest the autocracy, corruption, and inequality of the Ben Ali regime. Thus 
began a movement dubbed the Jasmine Revolution, which inspired people in other Arab 
countries to rise up against their autocratic rulers in what became known as the Arab 
3ÐÒÉÎÇȢ "Ù *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΣΦȟ ΤΡΣΣȟ ΩΪ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÄÅÁÄȟ ΫΦ ÉÎÊÕÒÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ "ÅÎ !ÌÉȭÓ 
23-year rule ended as he left for Saudi Arabia. In the days that followed, a transitional 
government began the process of creating the functions of a democratic state.   

With moderate Islamists of the Ennahda Party (banned under Ben Ali) becoming a 
dominant political force, the emerging government is challenged with balancing liberal 
ÒÅÆÏÒÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎȢ 4ÕÎÉÓÉÁȭÓ ÌÏÎÇ ÂÏÒÄÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ,ÉÂÙÁ ɉ×ÈÉÃÈ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÖÅ 
conflict in during the Libyan uprising) could serve as a point of transfer for weapons and 
ÍÉÌÉÔÁÎÔÓ ÉÎÔÏ 4ÕÎÉÓÉÁȢ 4ÕÎÉÓÉÁȭÓ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÐÌÁÙÓ Á ÖÉÔÁÌ ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙȟ 
must be revived and commercial connections expanded to produce employment for 
4ÕÎÉÓÉÁȭÓ ÕÎÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÄȢ 

Outlook: 
One year later, Tunisia remains in an official state ÏÆ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÙȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ȰÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ 
ÔÈÒÅÁÔȱ ÏÆ ÔÅÒÒÏÒÉÓÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÅÒÓ ÔÏ 4ÕÎÉÓÉÁ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÁÒÎÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ 
with the potential for violence and injury are possible.1 4ÕÎÉÓÉÁȭÓ *ÁÓÍÉÎÅ 2ÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ 
initiated the Arab Spring, but has been marked by the absence of the large-scale violence 
seen by other countries such as Libya, Yemen, and Syria.  

The underlying problems which led to the Jasmine Revolution such as unemployment, 
particularly among youth, and corruption, must be addressed for Tunisia to prosper. 
4ÕÎÉÓÉÁȭÓ ÐÒÏØÉÍÉÔÙ ÔÏ %ÕÒÏÐÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ !ÒÁÂ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÔ ÁÔ 
a fertile commercial and cultural nexus. Tunisia has the opportunity to play an enhanced 
role in regional affairs as a connection point between Europe, Africa, and the Arab World.  

If governmental reforms are successful in bringing true democracy to Tunisia, rooting out 
corruption, and increasing employment, Tunisia may experience significantly enhanced 
growth as more of the labor force participates in economic activity and commercial ties 
×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÅØÐÁÎÄȢ 4ÕÎÉÓÉÁȭÓ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÖÉÁ ÂÒÏÁÄ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
Internet and international travel routes is well established. For tourism levels to return to 
pre-uprising levels, Tunisia must remain free from civil unrest. 

The ouster of former president Ben Ali, who maintained an iron grip on power and kept 
fundamentalists out of a leading role in society, has re-ÉÎÊÅÃÔÅÄ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ )ÓÌÁÍ ÔÏ 4ÕÎÉÓÉÁȭÓ 
political space. The Ennahda Movement has emerged as a powerful force, taking 90 out 
of 217 seats in the constituent assembly elected to draft a new constitution for Tunisia.  

  

                                                        
1
 "Tunisia." Foreign and Commonwealth Office, January 3, 2012, 

<http://www.fco.gov.uk/content/en/travel-advice/middle-east-north-africa/tunisia/fco_trv_ca_tunisia>. 
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In a situation similar to that in Egypt, where the Muslim Brotherhood is emerging as a 
ÐÏÔÅÎÔ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÆÏÒÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁËÅ ÏÆ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ (ÏÓÎÉ -ÕÂÁÒÁËȭÓ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÕÒÅ ÆÒÏÍ 
power, Tunisia must learn to manage the interplay between religion and government, 
×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÄ ÓÉÎÃÅ 4ÕÎÉÓÉÁȭÓ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ΣΫΧΨȢ  

Tunisia has experienced terrorist attacks including a 2007 plot on the British and 
American embassies in Tunis. The alleged attackers were linked to the Algerian terrorists 
of the Group for Preaching and Combat which has evolved into AQIM. Tunisia shares an 
extensive border with Libya, which may lead to heightened threats due to the 
proliferation of small arms from the Libyan conflict.   

7ÈÉÌÅ 4ÕÎÉÓÉÁȭÓ ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ al-1ÁȭÉÄÁ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÕÐÒising that Usama bin Laden 
had long advocated, both he and Anwar al-Awlaki praised the outcome. In a posthumous 
ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅȟ ÂÉÎ ,ÁÄÅÎ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÕÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÒÉÓÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ -ÁÇÈÒÅÂȟȱ ÁÎÄ 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ 4ÕÎÉÓÉÁȢ )Ô ÈÁÓ ÇÉÖÅn the nation tranquility and 
ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÈÁÐÐÙȢȱ2 In al-1ÁȭÉÄÁ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÒÁÂÉÁÎ 0ÅÎÉÎÓÕÌÁȭÓ ÍÁÇÁÚÉÎÅȟ 
Inspire, Awlaki sent a message of Muslim unity in the Arab Spring: Ȱ/ÕÒ ÍÕÊÁÈÅÄÅÅÎ 
brothers in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and the rest of the Muslim world will get a chance to 
ÂÒÅÁÔÈÅ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÄÅÃÁÄÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÕÆÆÏÃÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ3 

In its current situation, Tunisia sees Turkey as an example of how to blend secular 
institutions and Islam. Turkey, similar in its proximity to Europe and Muslim identity, may 
be an example for Tunisia to follow in its evolution into a democratic state. Turkey is 
managing secularism and democracy in its government and society, something that 
other states have not been able to balance.  

In conclusion, Tunisia must find a way to balance the role of Islam with secular social 
institutions and the rights of women in the emerging democratic order. Tunisia must also 
work to ensure that terrorism does not spread from other countries and take root in 
Tunisia, further damaging the tourism industry. The benefits gained from tourism are a 
powerful incentive for Tunisia to maintain close ties with Europe and to serve as a 
responsible member of the Mediterranean community. The problems of unemployment 
and corruption must be rooted out under the emerging democratic government in order 
for Tunisians to be satisfied with the outcome of their Jasmine Revolution. 

  

                                                        
2 #ÒÉÌÌÙȟ 2ÏÂȢ Ȱ/ÓÁÍÁ ÂÉÎ ,ÁÄÅÎ 4ÁÐÅ 0ÒÁÉÓÅÓ !ÒÁÂ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ 5ÐÒÉÓÉÎÇÓȢȱ The Telegraph, May 19, 2011, 
< http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/al-qaeda/8522799/Osama-bin-Laden-tape-praises-Arab-
Spring-uprisings.html>. 
3  "ÕÒËÅȟ *ÁÓÏÎȢ Ȱ!Ì-1ÁÉÄÁ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓ 7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ !ÒÁÂ 5ÐÒÉÓÉÎÇÓȟ 3ÁÙÓ #ÌÅÒÉÃȢȱ The Guardian, March 31, 2011, 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/mar/31/alqaida-leaders-welcome-arab-uprisings>. 
  

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/al-qaeda/8522799/Osama-bin-Laden-tape-praises-Arab-Spring-uprisings.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/al-qaeda/8522799/Osama-bin-Laden-tape-praises-Arab-Spring-uprisings.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/mar/31/alqaida-leaders-welcome-arab-uprisings
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Egypt 
Overview: 
Egyptians, who had long tolerated their authoritarian ruler Hosni Mubarak, were inspired by 
the success of the Tunisian demonstrators and took to the streets to demand basic freedoms, 
a reliable democratic process, economic improvement, and an end to corruption. In 18 days, 
%ÇÙÐÔÉÁÎÓ ÅÎÄÅÄ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ -ÕÂÁÒÁËȭÓ ΥΡ-year rule and have since faced the looming question 
ÏÆ Ȱ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÎÅØÔȩȱ 4ÈÅ ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ Ó×ÉÆÔ ÉÎ ÅÍÂÒÁÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
protestors and abandoning their long-standing ally, Mubarak, has caused authoritarian leaders 
elsewhere to question American steadfastness. On the other hand, protestors monitoring 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ 
ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȢ %ÇÙÐÔȭÓ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÉÓ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÅÄ ÁÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÎÅ×ÌÙ 
empowered citizens want to see change. In the recent elections, the Muslim Brotherhood, 
the only well-organized national movement, and Salafist candidates representing the 
conservative core of Egyptian society, are the key players. In addition to questions about 
minority rights, an Islamist Egypt may change its relationships with other countries in the 
region, particularly Israel, with which relations have deteriorated over security in the Sinai.   

Outlook: 
Egypt faces demographics similar to other countries embroiled in the Arab Spring. With a 
median age of 24.3 a population growing at 1.96%, and youth unemployment at 24.8%, the 
country is filled with young, unemployed, and frustrated people. For any new governmentɂ
secular, religious, or militaryɂto be successful, it must address these issues in a substantial way. 

The downfall ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÌÏÎÇÔÉÍÅ ÁÌÌÙ (ÏÓÎÉ -ÕÂÁÒÁË ÐÏÓÅÓ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÔÏ 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÆÏÒÅÉÇÎ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÍÁËÅÒÓȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÕÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ 
-ÕÂÁÒÁËȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÕÎÃÌÅÁÒ ÈÏ× ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÔÏ ÁÓÐÉÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ %ÇÙÐÔȭÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
shaped by a democratic process led by Islamic parties. If the military allows for a smooth 
transition of power to democratically elected leaders, the US will hopefully have an 
Egyptian partner whose interests reflect those of the people.  

The international ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÕÎÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÏÆ %ÇÙÐÔȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÎÇ 
sectarian violence, lawlessness in the Sinai, and tension between the new government and 
)ÓÒÁÅÌȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ 53 ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÅÄ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÐÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ 
democracy, it gives other pro-Western autocrats cause for concern regarding the continuing 
loyalty of the US to their regimes. 

Within Egypt, questions remain over human rights, religion, and the status of women, many of 
whom were instrumental in the protest movement. In one case, Egyptian courts found that the 
ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙȭÓ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÔÏ ȬÖÉÒÇÉÎÉÔÙ ÔÅÓÔÓȭ ÖÉÏÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÔÏÒÔÕÒÅȟ ÍÁÇÎÉÆÙ ÔÈÅ ÉÓÓÕÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÒÕÌÅÒÓȭ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ ÆÏÒ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȢ 

It is not yet certain that the military will abide by the transfer of power that will likely 
emerge from the new constitution being drafted by the new parliament, where Salafists 
and the Muslim Brotherhood hold the majority of seats. The new government may make 
ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÆÏÒÅÉÇÎ ÐÏÌÉÃÙȢ  )Ô ÉÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÙÍÐÁÔÈÅÔÉÃ ÔÏ (ÁÍÁÓȟ Á 53-
designated terrorist organization. Egypt has permanently reopened its border with Gaza 
and served as a third party in prisoner swap negotiations between Hamas ÁÎÄ )ÓÒÁÅÌȢ 'ÁÚÁȭÓ 
Prime Minister, Ismail Haniya, who represents Hamas, stopped in Egypt during his first trip 
abroad since taking power, an indication of his close relationship with the new government. 
Many challenges lie ahead for Egypt and its new leaders.  
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Libya  
 

Overview: 
The Libyan revolution against Colonel Muammar Gaddafi quickly followed the Jasmine 
Revolution. Gaddafi condemned the uprising in January of 2011, amidst reports of 
widespread unrest and demonstrations occurring in several Libyan cities, which 
transformed into open rebellion following severe government crackdowns. The Libyan 
Revolutionary Council (LRC) was created in late February to integrate the leadership and 
ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÏÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÍÅȭÓ ÏÐÐÏÎÅÎÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÒÅÂÅÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÇÉÍÅ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÅÎÇÁÇÅÄ ÉÎ Á 
series of ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÅÎÇÁÇÅÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÂÅÌÓ ÆÁÌÔÅÒÅÄ ×ÈÅÎ 'ÁÄÄÁÆÉȭÓ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÔÏ 
utilize air power against their forces.  

The United Nation (UN) and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) debated a no-fly zone 
in Libya on humanitarian grounds. On March 17, the UN Security Council adopted Resolution 
1973 approving the no-fly zone. European and American forces began a massive air campaign 
ÏÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ΣΪ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ 'ÁÄÄÁÆÉȭÓ ÆÏÒÃÅÓȢ "Ù -ÁÒÃÈ ΤΤȟ .!4/ ÔÏÏË ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
continued to strike against GaddÁÆÉȭÓ ÁÒÍÙ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÓÔÒÉËÅÓ ÏÎ 4ÒÉÐÏÌÉȢ  

Ultimately, efforts to mediate a peace agreement proved futile as the LRC would not 
accept any resolution that allowed Gaddafi to remain in power. Continued NATO military 
pressure enabled rebel forces to press the ground attack while gaining diplomatic 
recognition and international support. Rebel forces captured Tripoli on August 21. By 
October 20, Sirte, the last Gaddafi stronghold, was captured and rebel forces apprehended 
and killed Muammar Gaddafi.  

The new Libyan government began to consolidate power and proposed democratic reforms 
to the constitution. The transition has not been as smooth as hoped as several powerful 
militias that opposed Gaddafi are contesting with the interim government for influence in 
the new Libya. The conflict between the new govÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÌÉÔÉÁ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ 
continues as does the circulation of arms from weapons depots emptied during the conflict.  

Outlook: 
The frequency of conflicts between the NTC and local militias as well as inter-militia 
conflict has been increasing. These skirmishes and vigilante and revenge killings, threaten 
to destabilize the country and potentially lead to a renewed civil war. The NTC must also 
ÒÅÍÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÓÔÉÇÅÓ ÏÆ 'ÁÄÄÁÆÉȭÓ ÒÅÇÉÍÅ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ 
predicament threatens the balance between legitimacy and functionality. There is also the 
daunting dilemma of retrieving advanced weapons, such as portable ground-to-air anti-
aircraft missiles looted from Gaddafi armories during the rebellion which pose a potential 
threat to ÔÈÅ 3ÁÈÅÌȢ 4ÅÒÒÏÒÉÓÔÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÄÅÓÔÁÂÉÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎȢ 
The United States is initiating a buyback program to thwart such a scenario.  

Yet there is a great degree of hope for Libyan democracy. The NTC has pledged to write a 
new constitution following the election of a National Assembly. The constitution allocates 20 
of the 200 seats to women and the National Assembly is expected to convene in June 2012.  

Libya continues to experience economic difficulties even though several international 
ÂÏÄÉÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÕÎÆÒÏÚÅÎ ,ÉÂÙÁȭÓ ÁÓÓÅÔÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÈÁÓ ÙÅÔ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÈ ÃÒÉÓÉÓ 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÁÓÓÒÏÏÔÓ ÌÅÖÅÌȢ -ÅÁÎ×ÈÉÌÅȟ ,ÉÂÙÁȭÓ ÏÉÌ ÉÎÆÒÁÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÉÓ ÓÔÅÁÄÉÌÙ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ 
the regime recover much-needed income.  
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Algeria 
Overview: 
Algeria has many of the same issues as its neighbors: a young unemployed population, 
stifling and opaque bureaucracy, a rigid economic system, and a ruling elite who have 
remained in power since independence. Despite these similarities to neighbors Tunisia 
and Libya, only minimal protests have occurred, which resulted in the repeal of a 19-year 
state of emergency, proposed constitutional reforms to strengthen democracy, and 
information laws broadening freedom of speech.  

The Algerian civil war, which took place from the early 1990s to the early 2000s, has 
ÄÕÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÍ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȢ Conflicts between Islamist groups and 
government security forces have resulted in the deaths of more than 100,000 people. A 
further obstacle to protests is the strong Algerian security apparatus which is able to 
quell the protestors and rival ideological groups whose disagreements further splintered 
the Algerian population, thus preventing a unified movement. These factors seem to 
discourage widespread public rÅÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÍÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ 
towards a fuller and freer democracy can be seen as a victory for reformers, but only if 
they are actually implemented. Elections are scheduled for May 2012.  

Outlook: 
Algeria has stood on the sidelines ×ÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÉÔÓ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓȭ ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÄÉÃÔÁÔÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÔÏ 
democratic reforms. Its recent history suggests that Algerian protests may never come, 
as the traumatic civil war has left its scars on the people. The wounds of that conflict, 
coupled with a strong Algerian security apparatus and a split opposition, underline the 
challenges that Algerian reformers must overcome. While the prospect of Arab Spring-
style movement seems minimal, there is always the chance that some event will spark 
the population into action. The failure to enact promised reforms, widespread security 
actions against civilian groups such as the labor unions or moderate Muslim political 
parties, or manipulations of the coming election could throw the nation into turmoil and 
potentially damage the ruling regime. If economic conditions, unemployment, and low 
wages remain static, then the youth may see rebellion as the only means of change, 
potentially dragging Algeria down the same path as its neighbors. 
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Morocco 
Overview:   
The protests which became known as the February 20th Movement in Morocco have 
resulted in less violence and more reforms than in other Arab Spring countries. In response 
to popular protests calling for a parliamentary monarchy, a crackdown on corruption, and 
greater employment opportunities, Morocco's King Mohammad VI agreed to a number of 
demands, accelerating his reform agenda. Among key elements were a new constitution 
stipulating increased powers for parliament and the prime minister, judicial reforms, 
equality for women and minorities enshrined in law, new parliamentary elections (which 
were held in November 2011, resulting in a moderate Islamist party winning the greatest 
number of seats), and civil and social equality for women.  

Outlook: 
Morocco's economy is dominated by phosphate mining, agriculture, tourism, and low-
value added consumer goods production, and is heavily dependent upon trade with 
Europe. An economic slowdown in Europe could mean increased domestic pressures in 
Morocco as fewer job opportunities become available to unemployed Moroccans.  

King Mohammad VI of Morocco is a hereditary monarch who enjoys a great deal of 
legitimacy among Morocco's people and his family has ruled since the 17th century. The 
ËÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ȰÌÅÁÄÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌȟȱ ÁÃÔÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÂÏÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÌÅÁder 
and arbiter of the political process. The protests were not aimed at toppling the 
monarchy but pushing for government reform. The elections in November 2011 brought 
to power a coalition government led by the moderate Islamist Justice and Development 
Party (PJD). 

Morocco has a difficult relationship with Algeria, which supports the Polisario Front in its 
conflict with Morocco over the Western Sahara. The Morocco-Algeria border is closed 
and there is increasing concern that militants and smugglers are increasing their activities 
in the region. The shared threat of terrorism has led the intelligence services of the two 
countries to hold regular joint meetings on counterterrorism and engage their 
counterparts in the US, Europe, and the region. Members of the Polisario Front have 
been accused of coordinating criminal activities in the ungoverned areas along the 
borders of the Sahel and Maghreb countries, raising concerns that these areas may 
become terrorist breeding grounds as AQIM has increased its activities in the region.  

In conclusion, the Arab Spring has brought less upheaval to Morocco than it has brought 
ÔÏ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÈÁÓ ÁÇÒÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÅÒÓȭ 
demands and the monarchy enjoys the respect of the people. Morocco remains at risk 
from hard-ÌÉÎÅ )ÓÌÁÍÉÓÔÓ ×ÈÏ ÓÅÅË ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÍÉÎÅ ÔÈÅ +ÉÎÇȭÓ ÒÏÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÅÒÒÏÒÉÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ 
criminal elements affiliated with AQIM. Continued high unemployment remains a 
pressing concern. 
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Mauritania 
Overview: 
Mauritania is a country of more than three million people. Its economy is heavily 
dependent upon agriculture, fishing, and iron-ore mining. The current leader of the 
country, President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz, came to power in a military coup in 2008 
and was elected President the following year. Mauritania faces many of the same 
challenges which confront neighboring countries in the Arab World such as high 
unemployment and corruption. These issues are compounded by tensions between 
Mauritania's black and Arab populations. Slavery and human-trafficking remain 
persistent problems.  

Mauritania faces a growing threat from AQIM and Boko Haram. Also, the separatist 
group, the Polisario Front, which is in conflict with Morocco over the Western Sahara, as 
well as former fighters from the Libyan civil war, pose border security threats. There 
have been some protests for change in Mauritania but have thus far resulted in little 
tangible impact on the government and people of Mauritania. Youth using social media 
to organize rallies echo concerns similar to those of others across the Arab World: 
greater employment opportunities, political reform, and ending corruption. 

Outlook: 
The Arab Spring in Mauritania has thus far seen relatively low-level protests directed at 
reforming the government and enhancing economic opportunities. The first truly 
democratic elections in Mauritania took place in 2007, but the results of this election 
were nullified by a military coup in 2008. Mauritania has a long history of authoritarian 
rule and has complicated relationships with its neighbors. It is one of only three Arab 
countries to have recognized Israel, although relations have been suspended since 2009. 

 The government of Mauritania has bounced between being criticized and supported by 
Western countries. It is one of the poorest countries in Africa with an extremely high 
youth-unemployment rate and has qualified for debt relief under the Heavily Indebted 
Poor Countries initiative, which eliminated Mauritania's foreign debt. Mauritania's 
relations with Senegal are in conflict over use of water from the Senegal River that 
serves as the border between the countries. Mauritanian blacks face widespread 
discrimination in educational and employment opportunities, and many have expressed 
their opposition to government efforts to implement a census which blacks claim places 
unfair requirements on proving citizenship.  

4ÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÁÔ ÐÏÓÅÄ ÂÙ !1)-ȭÓ ËÉÄÎÁÐÐÉÎÇ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ -ÁÕÒÉÔÁÎÉÁȟ ÂÒÏÁÄ-based criminal 
trafficking, and incursions by militants from the Polisario Front  have prompted the 
government to participate in US-supported joint anti-terror activities with Mali and 
others in the region. Mauritania faces the daunting challenges of developing its natural 
resources, creating jobs, and easing tensions between Mauritania's black and Arab 
populations while modernizing its society, infrastructure, and economy.   
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Mali  
Overview:  
Unlike most other participants in the Arab Spring, Mali has a relatively strong democracy. 
While there was a sizeable protest in the capital, Bamako, in March 2011, it was directed 
towards US and Western embassies rather than the central government. However, 
separatist movements in the northern reaches of the country were reignited in late 2011 
as Tuareg rebels, who fought alongside Gaddafi in the Libyan Civil War, returned to Mali 
armed and prepared to make another effort at national determination. The Tuaregs, a 
nomadic group of about 1.5 million people spread throughout the Sahel region of Mali, 
Niger, Algeria, and Libya, have long-standing tensions with the government based in 
southern Mali. They complain of being treated like second-class citizens and receiving an 
inequitable share of wealth from the uranium-rich mines located in the north.  

-ÁÌÉȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÉÓ ÌÁÃÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÅÂÅÌÌÉÏÎÓ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 4ÕÁÒÅÇÓȟ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÐÁÒËÅÄ ÕÐÒÉÓÉÎÇÓ ÁÓ 
recently as 2007 to establish an independent state in the Azawad region of northern 
Mali. On October 16, as hundreds of Tuaregs returned to Mali with arms from the conflict 
in Libya, the Northern Mali Tuareg Movement joined forces with the National Azawan 
Movement, creating the National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA). It 
soon became clear that this merger was the beginning of another armed conflict 
between the Tuaregs and the Malian government. In mid-January 2012, as the 
ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÅÎÔÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÔÈ ÔÏ ÂÅÇÉÎ ÎÅÇÏÔÉÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅ ÏÆ 
al-1ÁȭÉÄÁ hostages, MNLA launched an offensive in the town of Menaka. Although 
military officials claimed that they have successfully repelled the attack, this offensive 
may be an indication of a larger, longer term conflict between Tuareg nationalists and 
the Malian government. 

Outlook: 
Given the repeated occurrences of Tuareg rebellions in recent history, the Malian 
government may attempt to broker a lasting solution to this internal conflict. An 
inadequate state presence and porous borders in the Sahel poÓÅ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ ÆÏÒ -ÁÌÉȭÓ 
security forces. AQIM has an established presence in the largely ungoverned north where 
there are also bases set up by international smuggling networks, some of which are tied 
to elements of the Polisario Front. While the threat of a countrywide uprising demanding 
the ouster of the current regime is largely nonexistent, the emergence of a sustained 
rebellion by the Tuareg will only compound the security issues that the government of 
Mali is currently facing. 
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