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Roundtable:    

Participants 
 

Jean AbiNader 
Jean AbiNader brings more than 30 years of experience as a trade association and corporate executive, 
management consultant, and human resources professional to his role at MATIC in promoting closer economic, 
political, and security relations between Morocco and the United States. He has advised U.S. and international 
companies, organizations, and agencies on management and marketing issues ranging from strategic planning 
and business plan development to negotiations and cross-cultural communications. With specific expertise in 
international business and public affairs in the Arab Middle East, he has worked on trade and investment 
programs, education and training projects, advocacy, tourism promotion, and similar projects throughout the 
region. 

 

Robert M. Holley 
Robert M. Holley currently serves as a Senior Policy Advisor of the Moroccan American Center for Policy 
where he advises the Government of Morocco. Mr. Holley has been intimately involved in international affairs 
his entire career. After Vietnam era service as an Army helicopter pilot, Mr. Holley joined the US Foreign 
Service, where he devoted 21 years to a variety of assignments in Washington, Europe, Latin America, and 
North Africa. Mr. Holley is well-versed on North Africa and the Maghreb and is particularly knowledgeable 
about Morocco and the Western Sahara conflict, having served as the principal US Government interlocutor 
between the Moroccan Government and the Polisario from 1998 to 2001. He is the recipient of a number of 
military and civilian awards for his service to his country, including the Secretary of State’s Career 
Achievement Award and the Silver Star.  

 

Dr. J. Peter Pham  
Dr. J. Peter Pham is the director of the Michael S. Ansari Africa Center at the Atlantic Council. He was also a 
tenured associate professor of Justice Studies, Political Science, and Africana Studies at James Madison 
University in Harrisonburg, Virginia, where he was director of the Nelson Institute for International and Public 
Affairs. He has served on the Senior Advisory Group of the US Africa Command since its creation. Dr. Pham 
contributes to a number of online publications including National Interest Online and ForeignPolicy.com and 
he regularly appears as a commentator on broadcast and print media outlets. Dr. Pham is the incumbent vice 
president of the Association for the Study of the Middle East and Africa (ASMEA), an academic organization 
which represents over 1,000 scholars of Middle Eastern and African Studies at more than 300 colleges and 

universities in the United States and overseas, and is editor-in-chief of ASMEA’s Journal of the Middle East and Africa. 

 

Ambassador Michael Ussery   
Ambassador Michael Ussery was appointed by President Reagan on December 22, 1988 to be U.S. Ambassador 
to Morocco, at that time the youngest U.S. Ambassador.  He was re-appointed by President Bush and confirmed 
unanimously by the U.S. Senate, at post until January 1992.  Ussery served at U.S. Department of State 1981 - 
1992, including Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Near East and South Asia Bureau; Chairman of the twelve-
agency Libya Task Force during the U.S.-Libya confrontation, White House Liaison, and Director for Congress 
and the Media in the International Organizations Bureau. Since 1992, Ambassador Ussery has led major 
investments and business development, humanitarian projects, and political reform initiatives in East Europe, 
the Mid-East, East Asia, and the Caribbean. In international education, Ussery is Chairman and President of the 
Council for American Universities Abroad, presently planning universities in Mongolia, Albania and Romania and 
assisting universities overseas and education ministries.  
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Would you like to speak with an expert from today’s panel or find out more about the Western Sahara and 
Regional Security in North Africa ? Visit us at www.moroccoonthemove.com and follow us on Twitter - 

@MorocOnTheMove 

The Western Sahara Crisis: 
Why US Leadership is Needed Now 
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