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The first session of our Strategic Dialogue marks a milestone achievement that is filled with promise.  It 
represents the next major step that we have decided to take together as partners in order to move 
forward the deepening relationship between Morocco and the US. 
 
Under His Majesty’s leadership over the last decade, a series of landmark agreements have regularly 
demonstrated the significant and rising interests between our two countries: the FTA, major non-NATO 
ally status, the MCC compact, etc.  This Strategic Dialogue elevates and strengthens the already 
excellent and mutually beneficial relations between the two countries under the leadership of His 
Majesty King Mohammed VI and President Barack Obama. 
 
As tumultuous events continue to unfold in North Africa and the Middle East, the United States and 
Morocco recognize their commitment to meeting the challenges of ensuring that the principles of 
freedom, justice, human rights, the rule of law, cultural dialogue, social equality, democratic practice, 
and the respect of sovereignty and territorial integrity are the foundations upon which new governing 
structures should emerge.  Morocco and the United States are committed within this Strategic Dialogue 
to cooperatively identify and develop opportunities and means to promote and support these noble 
principles.  
 
On political and security issues, Morocco and the United States agree to prioritize the regional 
promotion of democratic practices, human rights, the empowerment of women in all aspects of 
political, economic and social affairs, the rule of law, and efforts to combat the growing threat to 
regional stability and security by al-Qaeda, its regional affiliates, and other terrorist and criminal 
organizations in the Sahara/Sahel and MENA regions.  The United States and Morocco will work jointly 
to promote and support efforts in the United Nations and through other regional and international 
organizations to promote peaceful resolutions of regional conflicts.  
 
The Kingdom of Morocco and the United States are already working closely within the United Nations 
Security Council to address the issues on its agenda, including the situation in Syria.  Morocco looks 
forward to hosting the next meeting of the Friends of Syria Group as a demonstration of its deep 
concern to ensure a proper protection of the people of Syria. 
 
The two countries agreed to take joint initiatives aiming at the reinforcement of the United Nations 
Human Rights system and to set up a working group on anti-discrimination law and politics towards 
vulnerable groups. 
 
Within the context of this Strategic Dialogue, both countries recognize the urgent need for close 
cooperation to promote a durable resolution to the dispute in the Sahara.  In this context, we had a very 
constructive conversation today about the Sahara issue.  As Secretary Clinton has said many times in the 
past and reiterated today, the compromise political solution that Morocco has put on the table with its 
Autonomy Initiative is “serious, credible and realistic.”  Secretary Clinton has also emphasized that 
support for this kind of compromise solution has been unchanged and continues to be the policy of the 
Obama Administration today.  Morocco remains committed to working in good faith within the United 



Nations process to resolve this issue within the parameters set by the UNSC (spirit of compromise and 
realism).  The worsening situation in the Sahel make such a compromise increasingly urgent in order to 
face the growing insecurity in the region and more importantly to ensure a better future for the people 
of the Maghreb.   
 
This will also enable the Arab Maghreb Union to work more effectively as a regional organization to 
improve the lives of the region’s people through more integrated political, security, economic, 
commercial, and social endeavors.  
 
The two Parties expressed significant interest in strengthening the cooperation between the countries 
on both shores of the Atlantic to respond more effectively to the many challenges facing this strategic 
part of the world. 
 
The United States and Morocco renew their pledge to promoting peace and prosperity in the Middle 
East.  They endorse the “two-state solution” and the establishment of a Palestinian state with secure 
borders.  On this issue, the United States and Morocco pledge, within this Strategic Dialogue, to 
cooperate in order to achieve a just and lasting solution to this conflict. 
 
Morocco and the US will continue to work closely in the UNSC and double their efforts in order to put an 
end to the violence as quickly as possible and to promote a peaceful solution to the conflict, based on 
national reconciliation of the society’s different components and in respect of Syria’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity to promote a political solution to end violence, protect the civilians and prevent the 
spread of extremism over the country. 
 
On the Economic dimension, both countries are committed to achieving the full, mutual benefits of the 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) to ensure greater bilateral trade and investment.  The US also welcomes 
and supports Morocco’s participation in the Open Government Partnership, the G8-Deauville 
Partnership, and the North Africa Partnership for Economic Opportunity (NAPEO). 
 
Taking into consideration the importance of food security and energy development in hydrocarbons and 
renewables, they agreed on establishing a strong and close cooperation and consultation on these 
issues.  In this regard, they agreed to set up an ad-hoc working group to focus on these areas.  They 
convened to take joint initiatives aiming at strengthening the international nuclear security and safety 
regime. 
 
Both countries agree to support expanded concrete engagement between the Moroccan and US private 
sectors all over Morocco, in order to reduce barriers, and increasing cross-border trade and investment.  
In view of Morocco’s strategic and economic importance, both parties will establish and work to 
implement common principles regarding extractive industry activities and governance in order to attract 
private sector investment to Morocco, according to international standards. 
 
The United States commended the reforms so far achieved in the economic reforms in Morocco and 
agreed to work together to assemble the conditions to implement a Second MCC Compact. 
 
Both countries also agree to establish a private-public sector Morocco-US Business Council to serve the 
mutual interests of the Moroccan and American private sectors.  Morocco welcomed the proposal of the 
Secretary of State to hold, in Washington DC, a US-Moroccan business conference before the end of 
2012. 



 
On the Education and Culture, both countries are dedicated to supporting education and cultural 
exchange and education programs, such as the Fulbright Scholarship Program, the US-supported 
International Visitor Leadership Program, English language training programs, and other projects funded 
by USAID and MEPI that promote capacity building for the Moroccan people.  Likewise, it was agreed to 
support programs that promote the learning of Arabic and the North African cultures for interested 
American students.  
 
The US and Moroccan delegations agreed to further facilitate these people-to-people exchanges and 
foreign assistance programs and to report progress at next year’s US-Morocco Strategic Dialogue. 
 
The two countries agreed on the need to promote religious mutual understanding and recognition 
through curriculae, teaching and functional inter-faith dialogue.  Recognizing the link between the ideals 
of peace and tolerance and their impact on stability and security, the two countries reiterated their joint 
commitment to promote better understanding and dialogue between civilizations, cultures, and 
religions.  
 
The path toward a broader, more inclusive and strategic partnership and its advantages are more than 
evident.  It is now up to us to use the appropriate tools that will allow us to realize our common 
objectives.  
 
Finally, the two countries agreed that the next meeting of the strategic dialogue will be held in 2013 in 
Morocco.  
 
 


